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Further UK Cabinet Office Papers Show: 

The 1984 Conservative Government Gagged 
The Media And Banned Sil<hs Protests 

Following our discovery, on 30th December 2014, of how the British Conservative Government 
betrayed Sikhs, DiscoverSikhism.com researchers have found additional information which shows 
the extent of the 1984 Conservative government's anti-Sikh hostility and press manipulations. 

The UK support for the 1984 Indian regime, which committed Sil<h genocide, is shocl<ingly 
mercenary. 

Here are selected comments from 1984-1985 Cabinet papers (where UK Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher chaired meetings); 

'A march by Sikhs in central London, to mark the anniversary of the founder of their religion, had 
apparently been postponed for the time being; but the Indian High Commission had made it clear 
that if it took place it would have a most severe effect on relations between the United Kingdom 
and India.' (8'^ November 1984, pl72) 

'It was not acceptable that the quarrels of India should be transferred to the streets of London, 
and every effort should be made, including contacts with leaders of the Asian communities, to 
prevent this. It was clear that manifestations by Sikhs in the United Kingdom could have a serious 
effect on relations with India, including trade.' (8*^ November 1984, pl73) 

'The Government should therefore try to ensure that the BBC did not pay great attention to the 
Sikh Asian Games' (25*^ July 1985, p276) 

The documents have a clear anti-Sikh bias and explain why the UK has been silent in acknowledging 
crimes against humanity (Sikhs) and Sikh genocide. 

Despite David Cameron's promise to release information, further specifically identified papers have 
been withheld (it appears, purely for political reasons). 

You can access the information discovered and read more here - 
http://www.discoversikhism.com/sikh news/1984 sikh genocide.html 

NOTES FOR EDITORS 

DiscoverSikhism.com is a non-profit, no collection of money, website that aims to raise Sikh 
awareness. 
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1. The Cabinet were informed of the h ' 

House of Commons during the follovinp ^"^^^ ^° taken in the 
THE LORD PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL sairt ^>> . u 

take the Second Reading of the ir^r- J r ^^^^^ would 

Jill on Monday 11 June. He °' <^°^eniment (Interim Provisions) 
^Government supporters of « lol.l^^'^ ^^"""^ possible effect 
i^ral Party. He hoped thaJ it !n!i^ r'^ri^ment put down by the 

^^if the amendtnent was accei ed '° 

ien given and the Ar,^ ' Second Reading would 

ly be affected. "'^""^ °^ "^^^ ^^^^ '"-Id --^ 



Cabinet 



^1 20th 




2. THE FOREI 
further attacks^ _ 
on 2i May and a r 
No British shippi^^ 
Iranian land of fens 
military aircraft had 
on 5 June with support 
tanker aircraft. As had^ 
with the United States Se_, 
signify any change in Anier„_ 
Office continued to maintain 
contingencies in the Gulf _ 
involvement had diminished as a 
continue to supply arms to their 
Nations Security Council had adopt 
resolution on 1 June and consultati 
countries over the best way to bring 
^ order to contain the situation in the* 



COMMOm.TEALTH SECRETARY said that there had been 
^pping m the Gulf since the Cabinet last met 
that morning of damage to a Liber ian tanker, 
"^een involved. The long awaited major 

still thought to be imminent. An Iranian 
;hot down by the Saudi Arabian Air Force 
erican AWACS and in-flight refuelling 
"onfirmed in his recent conversation 
of State, Mr Shultz, this did not 
*icy. The Foreign and Commonweal th 
contact with the Americans about 
,ican tendency to seek military 
although the Americans would 
in the area. The United 
latively even-handed 
^ inued with other interested 
ratic pressure to bear in 
The effects on the world 
e war seemed likelv to run 




oil market so far had been manageable. ^..^ ^^^^^y ^ 

Its course J and there was nothing to be gained by Western miiitarv 
intervention. It was desirable to maintain a generally calm approach 
to the conflict. 



THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY Said that tt^ 
Sikh extremists and Indian security forces in the Go^ 
Amrirsar had resulted in hea\^' casualties, and there 
disturbances throughout India. There were no reports 
Stitish subjects. On 5 June there had been a violent bl 
Indian High Commission in London by a small group of Sik}r 
The police response had been rapid and nine arrests had bee^ 
Action had been taken to protect Indian diplomatic premises 
personnel in the United Kingdom but the risk of further violent^ 
^^Ticidents remained high. 
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THE FOREIGN AND COMMON-Vr 
storming of the Golden : 
not put an end to the prob 
throughout India and some 700 
*ts of the Indian Anny. Th^ 
•S^n of th. need uj^,.^,':^^ 
- , but It was difficult for ^ 

e leaders of th^ c!;vv • 

ve^i^Metention. in London the la-: ^ 
pass^^^S^g peacefully, but the Indian 

■ / ^^^^^ buildings and diplotaiti- 
t^^^u-^"^'^'' ^^"^^Sn Ministry. Mr a*sgotra 
yyy^' ^-g^ Commissioner in Sew Delhi on " 
. ^ r^as introducing a visa requirement for' 

holders wi^ effect from midnight that night. Its purpc 
trouDle-makers from the Indian comsrunity in the - - 
to India: inconvenience to bona fide travellers 
minimum. He was/frr^onsultation with the Hooe Secr^tarr 
might be appropr^jkte)^ the United Kitigdoa to .apcsc 
requirement on InoX^if^avellers entering the wnittd , 
require very caref In previous cases v 
countries had introdu^^/^inilar visa re^ - 
arrangements had been 
statements by Sikh extr«i 
the British Broadcasting C 
12 June in which, while pr 
the United Kingdom, the lea^ 
Dr Chauhan, had said that it 
the Indian Government and had 
mijrder Mrs Gandhi. 



A partiCw . 
.eaders in the United 
ion (SBC) , 
that there * 
le IChalistan 

dutv 0* 
fangua^t 




THE PRIME KIiaSTER, suiwni 
Government's concern abou 
the United^Kingdom was IsgUicut 
or the Independent Broadt 
statemtnti which inciit^' 
given to i»stablithin| • 
offen ihe impllcat 

mind . luc Governaent ' 
br brought to the atct 
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The Cabinet were infomed of 



1 . 

House of Commons during thrfoUoiing veek'""^" '""^^^^ 



)LORD PRESIDENT OF THE COUNm 

>red a defeat during the Hont Government had 

^^^e Union Bill on an ^ Committee Stage of 
^on officia s '"^'^^^ elections of 

Wre Conservatives supported by 85 peers, 

i^i members of ^h! r ^^"^P^^ed with the 43 Conservatives 

ed a^ain^r 1 ^^^"^^nt) in the total of 65 peers 
to revers/^^ ^-ndment. He thought that it would not 
reverse the decision at Report Stage in the House of 





FOR EMPLOYhENT said that he was urgently 
created by the amendment. It would undoubtedly 
for compulsory postal ballots when the Bill 
"^Commons, despite the practical difficulties 
""joposals to colleagues very shortly; in the 

the Government's response to any questions 
^uation was being considered in the light 



THE SECRETARY 0 
reviewing the p 
cause renewed pre 
returned to the 
involved. He would 
meantime he recommend 
should simply be that 
of the amendment. 

The Cabinet - 

Took note. 



2. THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH S^^^RY said that there had been 
no great change in the situation in tpy\^nmah . The Indian Prime 
Minister, Mrs Gandhi, had addressed a Y^:^x to the Prime Minister 
about the background to the attack on th^ Golden Temple in Amritsar. 
The entry visa requirement imposed by the Indian Government on all 
Commonwealth citizens was creating long queues of^visa applicants 
at the Indian High Commission in London. 




THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that ther 
change to report in the situation in the Iran/Iraq war o>^^^e 
Gulf area. There had been a inarch in London by Iranians^'^jitSo^ed to 
the Khomeini regime on the previous day, but it had passeJKio^^^kithout 
drama . 
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1 • The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the House 
of Commons during the following week 




THE PRIME MINISTER said that members of the Cabinet would wish 
join her in recording their sense of shock and grief following 
tragedy of the assassination, on the previous day> of the Indian 

inister, Mrs Indira Gandhi. This was a very grave event which 
iX/^Vimonst rated the onset of a phase of violence in world affairs. 
^ ^K^S^eiyQfid despicable act had robbed India of a great and courageous 
^^^dq^^^d^the Commonwealth of a statesman of outstanding stature and 

^ Mrs Gandhi's unique and remarkable achievements, her service 
and her country, and her contribution to good relations 
dia and the United Kingdom deserved warm recognition. Her son 
andi, who had now succeeded his mother in the office of Prime 
Minister, was a figure who commanded respect and affection; he would be 
dedicated in his s^vice to the Indian people and a leader around 
^hom it was to l/^^ioVed that India would be able to unite at a time of 
national crisis. 



Prime Minister's tribute. 



experi^ 
to her 
betweeen ' 
Mr Rajiv 



The Cabinet - 



1 . 




Warmly endor( 

"^^E FOREIGN AND COMMONWEA^^^[^^^RETARY said that the Indian Government, 
^nder Mr Rajiv Gandhi's le^^HMp, would probably be able to contain 
^he internal situation follWni^^s Gandhi's murder. The Indian 
security forces were experieif^^o^ap^ well deployed. The elections. 



oui 



fy 1985, might have to be postponed, 
s of inter-communal strife in 
gnificantly reduced by the 
he police. The police reaction 
ndia House on the previous 
al danger points had 

The British Broadcasting 
statements which could 




which were due to take place i 
"^^re was clearly some risk of 
the United Kingdom, but this had 
promptness of precautionary measur 
t^ a small demonstration by Sikhs ou 
^ay had been a little slow, but other 
Since been clearly identified and safeg 
Corporation, however, had transmitted s ^ 
Pi^ovoke the majority Asian community, including two interviews with 
^r Chauhan, the leader of the Khalistan National Organisation. Action 
had been taken by the Prime Minister's Office, tWf::^reign and 
Commonwealth Office and the Home Office to impr(^ <}>on all the radio 
and television services the importance of avoid ilvg^^?S^oc at ion: the 
response to these representations, which were exce^^kijM^y had been 
Reasonable but they should not have been necessary^^^"^^/ situation 
J^nderlined the importance of the consultations which v/^^n progress 
between the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the Hom^^^^^ce on the 
problems created by the presence of politically controver sY^^ 
the United Kingdom. The British High Commissioner in New<^^J^ 
^^vised that British citizens planning to travel to India ^ 
heir visits, unless their journeys were essential, until the^ 
^J;^^^tion in India was more settled; this was a prudent preca 
present stage. 
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Y 1 

The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the 
House of Commons during the following week. 




THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the Prime Minister 
ready sent a message of congratulation to President Reagan on his 
ble achievement in the Presidential Election on 6 November, 
of Mr Reagan's victory had been at the highest end of the 
^xpectations before the election. It was right that the 
li^^^^ernment should acknowledge the extent of the President's 
ecord their desire to maintain the unique degree of 

id co-operation which characterised the United Kingdom's 
with the United States. The outcome of the Congressional 

been less clear-cut. Although the Republican Party had 
of the 26 losses which it had sustained in the House of 
Presentatives in 1982, the Republicans had suffered a net loss of two 
seats in the Senat^^INAll the signs were that President Reagan would 
D^aintain, in his ^^dbAd term, his attempts to construct a better relation- 
with the SovleV^TN^n : but the defeat in the election of Senator 
ercy (Illinois), tfs^^^J^^ Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
^ommittee, and the pos^luty that Senator Helms (North Carolina) might 
replace him in that roier/^^d\d prove to be a complicating factor. It 

forecast what action, if any. President 



triumpK^;^^ 

consult; 

^^elationsi 

elections 

re-couped V 
Rei 



^as difficult, at this 



Re 



agan would take to curb 




ted States budgetary deficit. 



FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH S 
]^ India, following the assassin 

andhi, was now calmer. The new P^ 
^aken a number of steps to assert hi 
^rid to Governmental interference in r 



foil 




owing representations by the Britii 



said that the internal situation 
the Prime Minister, Mrs Indira 
ister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, had 
ority, including putting an 
g by foreign journalists. 
Commissioner. The reper- 
continued to create serious 
ith regard to the activities 



^^ssions of Mrs Gandhi's murder neverthe^ 
problems in the United Kingdom, not least 

^ the Sikh leader, Dr Chauhan. The possibility of instituting legal 
proceedings against Dr Chauhan was being urgently considered but it was 
^ that Dr Chauhan himself had access to very j?js 
was important that the British Government shoMd 
'^e dismay and shock with which they viewed infl 
provocative behaviour by Sikhs in the United Kingd 

y the Prime Minister before and during her visit 
^^neral had been very helpful in this respect. A mar^ 
had^^^^ I-ondon, to mark the anniversary of the founder 



Comm 



apparently been postponed for the time being; but the 



^ ^i^ssion had made it clear that if it took place it woul« 
evere effect on relations between the United Kingdom and I 



etent legal advice, 
ntinue to express 
comments and 
statements made 
for Mrs Gandhi 's 
khs in 
r religion. 
High 



a most 



In 



^ ^ short discussion it was reported that the Attorney Genera 

a collection of the evidence on which possible legal proceed 
gainst Dr Chauhan might be based; but the chances of 



1 




securing a 



Jtion 
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did not at this stage seem strong. The fact that Dr Chauhan had already 
been resident in the United Kingdom for 11 years could be an obstacle 
to his possible deportation. Although the Internationally Protected 
ersons Act of 1978 created the possibility of prosecution for incitement 
murder, and although the law would be applied as rigorously as possible, 
emained to be seen whether the evidence against Dr Chauhan was 
ate for the purpose. So far as the proposed Sikh march was concerned, 
osition was that the possibility of holding it in central London 
ember was still being considered by its organisers: if they 

go ahead it would be open to the Commissioner of the Metropolitan 
oli&<<j^^apply for it to be banned. It was not acceptable that the 
^^^^^^^^;^>India should be transferred to the streets of London, and every 
^^^ort y^^^n^he made, including contacts with leaders of the Asian 
communitiS^^o prevent this. It was clear that manifestations by Sikhs 

the UniX^d Kingdom could have a serious effect on relations with India, 
including trade. 



THE FOREIGN AND 

ease the famine 
J'^lief co-ordinator 
have a useful effect, 
"measures had led to a _ _^ 

be hoped that this would 
^^oro the Ethiopian Governm 
^oyal Air Force Hercules ai.^^ 
^^om Addis Ababa, particularl 




Or 
the 



ganisation of African Unity 



airport were inadequate for 
^as therefore a contingency plan 



LTH SECRETARY said that international efforts 
opia were continuing; the appointment of a 
^Secretary-General of the United Nations should 
omptness of the United Kingdom's relief 
ial response by other countries and it was 
ustained. There was some risk of pressure 
obably at Soviet instigation, to move the 
volved in the relief operation away 
the period of the conference of the 
grounds that the facilities at 

er of aircraft now using it. There 
fer the aircraft to Djibouti if 



cessary; but no formal request foily^mpve had yet been received 

% 

^HE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY sa^ that the elections which had 
^ held in Nicaragua on 4 November had been reported in relatively 
had^k^^^^^ terms both by the press and: by Members of Parliament who 

been present in Nicaragua as observers. Thei^^Ztvad been a high poll, 
to ^^"^ ^^^^ areas, and the elecn^r^ mechanisms appeared 

have functioned reasonably well. This pictur^i::^4;?^t , however, take 
^ count of events in the period leading up to the 
^ ^characterised by pressures on the electorate by 
^^ndinista regime; the Sandinista Minister for Home 

s to describe the mobs as "divine". The fact that sm ^ 
att nearly one-third of the popular vote had^t 

^ntion from the fact that the main conservative and li 
°V^Ps had not participated in the elections at all. 

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the arrival L 
air^^^^^^^ port of a Soviet merchant ship which might be delive.^ 
^^3ft had apparently taken the United States Government by sur 



^ns, which had 
rganised by the 
liad gone so far 
sition 
to distract 
pposition 



litary 
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2. THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the Indian 
Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, had decided to call a general election 
for 24 December. Mr Rajiv Gandhi appeared to be making good progress 
in establishing his authority. The principal cause for immediate 
|Concern lay in the possible repercussions of actions by Sikhs in the 
" ited Kingdom. The Attorney General was considering the strength 
therwise of the grounds for instituting legal proceedings against 
^extremist Sikh leader, Dr Chauhan. In the meantime, the position 
ng the planned march by Sikhs in central London, to mark the 
^ ary of the founder of their religion, Guru Nanak, remained 
'Jnc<>faM>: there was a possibility that it might be further postponed 
beyon^^^Wvdate currently envisaged, 18 November. If the march 
^^^^ ^^^y/^^^^^^^* would create the danger not only of inter-communal 
violencecArJ^^he United Kingdom, but of profoundly serious 
repercussSi^ns on relations between the United Kingdom and India 
including, for example, a possible trade boycott. The Indian High 
Commissioner in London had made pressing representations to emphasise 
the depth of Ind>^ij\concerns , including fears that inflammatory 
events in the Ui^^te^ Kingdom might increase the threat to 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi 



In discussion, it 
Commissioner of the 
were to go ahead, to a^ 



might create and then to 
ban the march. The polic 
of the Sikh community. Wh 
if it took place, the event 
activities of Sikh extremist 
noted that Sikh custom did not 
should be marked by marches: 
celebrated in Sikh gudawaras . 
British political and commercial int^ 
necessary to explore every possibili 
taking place. 



ed that it was the responsibility of the 
litan Police, if plans for the Sikh march 
he risk of public disorder which it 




whether to ask the Home Secretary to 
engaged in discussions with leaders 
nature and route of the march, 
nd to focus attention on the 
inflammatory consequences. It was 
^ that the religious anniversary 
could properly be 
the importance of the 

at stake, it would be 
preventing the march from 



Lon 



THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion said that the Government, 
faced with the possible consequences of a Sikh march in London, should 
not remain passive. A further postponement of t>^march, which 
"^ight take it into the period of the general el/y^t^^n in India, 
offered no satisfactory solution. 



THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that no S^ 

aircraft had been delivered to Nicaragua although a rt 

shipment had included military helicopters of an advancec 
United States Government had stated that it had no intent! 
niounting an invasion of Nicaragua, but the Nicaraguan Sandu. 
J^as heightening the atmosphere of crisis for its own purposes 

nited Kingdom had given public support to the United States ^ 
opposition to the introduction of new armaments into the Central/ 
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3. THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that there was likely 
to be a renewed outbreak of wrangling between India and Pakistan. The 
Indian Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, was evidently using the foreign 
ogey and anti-Pakis tani feeling for electoral purposes. The deterioration 
Indo-Pakistani relations was therefore likely to continue until after 
Indian general election on 24 December. So far as relations between 
and the United Kingdom were concerned, the British High Commissioner 
Delhi had reported continuing threats in Indian governmental circles 
e boycott in the event of behaviour by the Sikh community in the 
gdom which the Indians might regard as provocative. This posed 
'6u^prisk: export contracts worth £5 billion could be at stake. The 
^^^^^^^^ in Central London, which had been due to take place on 
18 Nove^nb^^had been banned, and Foreign and Commonwealth Office and 
Home Off i<^^^nisters had carefully explained the legal position to the 
Acting IncTi^n High Commissioner; the British High Commissioner in New Delhi 
had taken similar action with the Indian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and with members of Mr Rajiv Gandhi/ s staff. It was hoped that these 
steps would reduce-;3t«nsion in relations between the United Kingdom and 
. ndia, but there /Vas)V danger that such ground as had been made up would 

he Sikh march were, in due course, to go ahead, 
orts of attacks on Hindu temples and on moderate 
m: there was clearly a real risk of inter- 
Id perhaps provide a basis for a request from 
olitan Police for a further ban on the 



be lost immediate^ 
There had already b 
Sikhs in the United 



communal disorders, w: 
^he Commissioner of the 
planned march. 



■^^ a brief discussion it wa? 
Regard to a further ban on th, 
^een a possibility of a legal ^ 
had been expressed that an ordei 
tension. The march nevertheless 
^nimediate future, and the Sikh leade 




out that the legal position with 
was not straight-forward; there had 
ge to the earlier ban and the view 
h could even assist in reducing 
unlikely to take place in the 
Chauhan, was ill. 



FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY sa^^ the arrest by the 
Syptian authorities of four men, including two British subjects, who 
^ere alleged to have plotted the assassination, at Libyan behest, of a 
ormer Libyan Prime Minister, in Cairo, represented^ a successful 
Syptian operation against the Libyan Governraen 
nevertheless been unf orthcoming with inf ormat io..^ 
oncentrating on extracting the maximum propaganda 
5^^P- In particular, the Egyptian authorities had 



Bri 




^tish requests for information concerning the Egyp 
^eference to a Libyan plot to kill the British Prime ..^ 

^ess to the two detained Britons had been granted and >ciu 
j^^^^en brought against them. There had been some sugges 
^^nks between the two detainees and a Libyan, Mr Shabli, wi. 
198^^^^ ^ith drug offences and arrested in the United Kingd 

and h^d subsequently jumped bail; investigations into th 



e Egyptians had 
it and were 
tage from their 
ponded to 
esident ' s 

Consular 
,rge had so 
f earlier 
been 
cember 
ct 
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The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the House 
° Commons in the following week. 



,^eviou3 



ya 



•"rev 



lOus 



5th 



e 2 ' 



THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that, in recent 

s with the Indian Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, and with the 
icial in the Ministry of External Affairs, the British High 
er in New Delhi had been given renewed assurances that there 
^P^^^k^^^go on visits to India by British Ministers or on commercial 
^^8otl%^^^s between the two countries. It was nevertheless clear that, 
l^^.^^^^W)^in the Ministry of External Affairs, resentment against the 
^ll^ted Ki^dom lingered on and that Indian feelings still ran high over 
. ^.activi^es of Sikh extremists in the United Kingdom, Mr Gandhi's 
^^vitation to the Prime Minister to visit India briefly during her 
^orthcoming tour of South East Asia was, however, encouraging. The 
/^ited Kingdom h^^^^tot, so far, been implicated in the spy scandal in 
^^^^^Ihi, Altt(WlV^ affecting Anglo-Indian relations would still 

m^d ^^.^^ carefurVjp^ t>oth countries, there had been a 

improvement VW^it^ situation. 




in T J^^^^^ COMMONWEAL^ 
he h ^""^ return to the 

cent ^^P^'^ssed the British 
his ^^^^ outcome, r 

Grgg^^P^^^^^tative and the Gove 
Prev^^' a Written Answer to 

to ^°^^ly agreed, he had announce 
comDl^-"^^^^^^^ between British and L 
comp ^^^^^ to a limited issue of 

be ^^^?^^^ate grounds. Despite these „^ 
^^d ^.^^^^^io^s that the difficulties wi 
comn> ^^swer had accordingly included a 
^^^unxty in ^bya. 



RETARY said that, following the release 
Kingdom of the four British hostages, 
ent's thanks to all those who had 
ng the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
of Italy, Morocco, Tanzania and 
mentary Question, on lines 
e^ritish Government's agreement 
n^fficials to hear Libyan 
to Libyans on urgent 
m/^ror^teps forward, there could 
the Libyan regime were over 
ord of caution to the British 



accus d^^^^.^^ COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that th^ 
ce. ^inist involvement in the kidnapping of the exil^ 

27tK ^^th th^ Transport, Mr Umaru Dikko, had concluded ^ 
usio ^angi passing of prison sentences, which might be su 

e 2 Gover^^ ^^^^ years. The reaction of the Federal^ 

Parti'^"^^^^ of Nigeria had been one of dismay and disappoirf 
Moham^^i^^^^ over the length (12 years) of the prison term 

^d Yusufu had been sentenced. It was clear that Anglo 




of those 
er Nigerian 
ebruary 
o appeal, 
ary 
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^« The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the House 
of Commons in the following week. 




SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT said that he had received an 
plication from a private British citizen, a Mr Khera, to hold a rally 
Hyde Park on Monday 8 April. The application was on notepaper headed 
t>lic of Khalistan" and the rally would obviously be used to further 
^^^^Qterests of those supporting an independent Sikh state under that 
JJJ^^^J'he Prime Minister would be in New Delhi later that week, and it 
that the Indian Government were very sensitive about the 
in this country of Sikh extremist organisations. The 
^teo Police had advised on the basis of previous Sikh rallies 
lormation presently available that there was no reason to 
\at the rally would attract any violent opposition or otherwise 
S^-ve rise to significant public order difficulties. 




I^n discussion 



following points were made - 




3- Sin'^ 
death of Mr 
of a Sik: 
demonstrated 
extremists in 
secession of 
l^ndian Government b 
^ot readily unde 
Government to contai> 
them opportunities to 
purposes, and the risk 
considerable. 



episode of the Golden Temple at Amritsar and the 
hi, the former Indian Prime Minister, at the hands 
ection officer, the Indian Government had 
sensitivty about the activities of Sikh 
fed Kingdom, some of whom were advocating the 
tate and further attempts to overthrow the 

Government would 
by the British 
activities of such extremists and deny 
public attention to their seditious 
ge to Anglo-Indian relations was very 



Ssplent means. The Indian 
an apparent failure 




^* Though the Metropoli 
^tage to fear that signifKaj; 
occur, any such demonstratic 
tension between the Sikh commune 
^nd to increase the risk that tl 
this then on some other occasion, 
disorder. 



^ce saw no special reason at this 
breaches of public order would 
Id be bound to heighten the 
nd other Indian communities, 
^ension would erupt, if not on 
nto serious violence and public 



^» There were some signs that the orga^ 
permission would be withheld, and might 
if they came to believe that that was the 



[rs were expecting that 
iraw their application 
outcome . 



PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, 
bef^^^^^ for the Environment had been right to 

Ore reaching his decision as to whether to use 
the^^^^^ Sikh rally in Hyde Park on 8 April. It wa^ . 
^ ^ Cabinet that it was in the public interest that the 
• ^. Pl^ce, and that he would be in a strong positi 

"^fy a decision to withhold permission for the rail 




hat the Secretary 
his colleagues 
ers to ban the 
^e^lear view of 
should not 
defend and 
Id it be 
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subject to challenge in the courts. If the Secretary of State decided 
withhold permission for the rally, the Cabinet would not wish to 
^^ject, should he decide to give the organisers 24 hours notice of his 
intention; thereafter, if they did not withdraw their application in 
that time, the Secretary of State might think it appropriate formally to 
^^^proceed with the refusal of permission, without reasons being given. 

The Cabinet - 

nvited the Secretary of State for the Environment, 
deciding whether to use his powers to withhold 
ission for a Sikh rally in Hyde Park on Monday 8 April, 
ke into account the views of the Cabinet as 
sed in the discussion and in the Prime Minister's 



Foreign 

Soviet 

^^^vious 
^^85) 9th 
•minute 2 




statements on in^ 
Jiscipline, in a W,aa 
President Yuri Andro, 
including the dismis^ 
corruption and ineffici 
^ndication that radical "^e 
^ Gobachev's policies ap 
the performance of the ^..^ 
o^iet public statements sin 
continuity; the Soviet Union' 



^- THE MINISTER OF STATE, FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE (BARONESS 
YOUNG) said that ;rtJ2Nnew General Secretary of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union. Mr(frliM)ail Gorbachev, was placing strong emphasis, in his 

policy, on the need for improved order and 
reminiscent of the line taken by the late 
{r Gorbachev had already embarked on measures, 
some Party officials, designed to reduce 
the Soviet Union. There was, however, no 
or fundamental change were in prospect; 
\so far to be directed towards improving 
system. On foreign policy issues, 
Gorbachev's election had signalled 
iteral relationship with the United 





Stat 



®s remained the central fot 



^^dressed in a businesslike and 



>olicy issue, and this was being 



_^^^i^^h^cal manner. It seemed unlikely 
that Mr Gorbachev would make an ^^H^response to President Reagan's 
proposal for a summit meeting; but Mr^^or^ might accept President 

Reagan's invitation during the latte^;;^Zf of 1985, perhaps combining 
^his with a visit to the United Nation^/p^he autumn. Attempts by the 
Soviet leadership to divide Western EurcJ^^'^^f rom the United States could 
expected to continue, as could increas^ emphasis by the Soviet Union 
the need for unity in the Warsaw Pact. 





CONFIDENTIAL 



'28 




CONFIDENTIAL 



^'^HIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT 




COPY NO 



74 




CABINET 




/A\CONCLUSIONS of a Meeting of the Cabinet 
/y'ys ^^^^ at 10 Downing Street on 
THURSDAY 18 APRIL 1985 
y> at 10.30 am 




The 



th; , ""^ Council 



PRESENT 



Margaret Thatcher MP 
me Minister 



s4^^ Hon Sir • 

'^^y Of L^^^h Joseph MP 
Ihe p Educatic 



MP 
gn and 




The Rt Hon Lord Hailsham of St Marylebone 
Lord Chancellor 

The Rt Hon Leon Br it tan QC MP 
>;^Secretary of State for the Home Department 



■ ' Rt Ho 

'^^^^-"of ^s^::^ Heseltine MP 
't^te for Defence 



on and Science 



science 

^'='na;;\«'^3joUs Edwards MP 
V ^ for Uaus 

i^'^ ^r«- ^^^^ Bt„a„ 

\ p. ^ Employment 

\ . Treasury 

Ve> Earl of Go^. 

of th ^^^i-e 

Duchy of Lancaster 




Hon Peter \Jalker MP 
ry of State for Energy 



Vci^^y^c^ George Younger MP 
SecreYa^^^f State for Scotland 

The Rt iTo^yP^rick Jenkin MP 
Secretaryv^KState for the Environment 

The Rt Hon Norman Fowler MP 
Secretary of State for Social Services 



The Rt Hon Micha 
Minister of Agricu 



The Rt Hon Douglas Hu 
Secretary, of State for 



The Rt Hon Lord Young of Gr 
Minister without Portfolio 




ing MP 

Fisheries and Food 



rn Ireland 




CONFIDENTIAL 



>35 



CONFIDENTIAL 



1. 




3. 



ALSO PRESENT 

The Rt Hon John Wakeham MP 
Parliamentary Secretary, Treasury 

SECRETARIAT 

Sir Robert Armstrong 
Mr D F Williamson (Items 2-A) 
Mr B G Cartledge (Items 2-4) 
Mr C J S Brearley (Item 1) 
Mr R Watson (Item 1) 



CONTENTS 
Subject 



PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS 

Speaker 
County Council Elect 
"°use of Lords 
'°^IGN AFFAIRS 




Iran/Iraq 

Arab/Israel Relations 
Southern Africa 

A'^glo-Soviet Relation. ^ ^ 

^°'^eign and Commonwealth Secretary's 

^public, Czechoslovakia and Poland 
Pri 



Page 
1 

1 
1 
1 



2 
2 
2 
3 




■ime Minister's Tour of South East and 
Arabia 3-1 A April 

"Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

Agriculture 
■terrorism 

"^™°«C AFFAIRS 
The Dollar 

■^^e Retail Price Ind 



the German Democratic 



Asia; and Visit to Saudi 



4 
6 



ex 



11 







CONFIDENTIAL 

















CONFIDENTIAL 



THE PRIME MINISTER said that, during her short visit to Singapore, 
she had been impressed by the bold scale of the public works programme 
over which Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew's Government had presided. 
Lessons applicable to the United Kingdom could perhaps be drawn from 
efforts. 



conclusion which she 



.PRIME MINISTER said that the main 
^her entire Asian tour was that Britain should devote 
^ion to Indonesia, and particularly to the development 
^^l^tfsjndonesian trade. There was great goodwill towards the United 

of 160 million people and no post-colonial 



had drawn 
much more 
of United 



Kin^op^^^^ this vast country 
^^Z^^^9^t^com^\icate relations. The 
^^^^ i^^^y«ed by the achievement 
^at ionapNS^M^Lv to a conglomeration 
success ixj^x^^^e loping the economy, in 
^een nearl^trebled and self-sufficiency 
direction of the Minister for Research 
Indonesia had also made progress in advanced 

including the pro^i^5>tion of helicopters and light aircraft. The Prime 
Minister said thi^^7<)^^spite Indonesia's evident interest in developing 
trade with the Urv23fi!€3Cingdom and desire to purchase, 
Rapier ground-to-ai(( m^^J-le defence system, 
PJ^esent amounted to 



Prime Minister said that she had 
of President Soeharto in giving 
of many islands and by his regime's 
which agricultural production had 
in rice achieved. Under the 
and Technology, Dr Habibie, 
industrial technology , 



^^ven that the Gov 
profitable business w 
consideration should be 
aid policy to countries 

less economically health 




for example, the 
British aid to Indonesia at 
million and no soft loans were available, 
s first priority must be to generate 
uld create jobs in the United Kingdom, 
placing a greater emphasis in British 



Indonesia at 
£cipients . 



the expense, if necessary. 




noted from her visit to Sri Lanka 
o have reaped few political or 
its ^tnrfs^erable aid effort there. In 
the grant of £113 mill^i;^rt^f British aid for the Victoria 

r visit, had been followed only 



^HE PRIME MINISTER said that 
that the United Kingdom appe 
commercial dividends from 

P^^ticular, 

am, which she had commissioned durin 

a request for further aid for ^^^^^^ro-elect ro project and by a 
disappointing response to representatiWsX>oncerning the 10 per cent 
^i^^it imposed by the Sri Lankan Gover^^nt on the share for British 
"^^i^chant ships of westward bound cargoe^ out of Colombo. The Prime 
Minister said that President Jayewardene, although well disposed and a 
of independent judgment, was burdened by the intractable problem of 
Tamil separatism and terrorist act ivity/^^^hich the elected 
^^Presentatives of the Tamil community refused ^v^bl^^ to condemn. The 
People of Sri Lanka were notably pro-British: /^bui)^ the country was 
impoverished and the Tamil problem overshadowed all 




THE PRIME MINISTER, in an account of her short visit 
"^^^t it had become clear from her discussion with , 

.^^ster, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, that he had virtually decided^ 
^ith the Indian Government's purchase of Westland W-30 he 

^ime Minister had told him that, since the contract had 
basis of comprehensive evaluation tests, it would be e 

^ Indian Government to state clearly, in writing, the 
^hich the Westland design had failed to meet the Indian spec 



Dehli, said 
idian Prime 
:o proceed 
jrs. The 
reed on 
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The Prime Minister said that she had discussed with representatives of 
Westland's, in New Dehli, the complaints which the Indian side had 
raised; these were new to them. She had therefore handed over to 
Gandhi, before her departure, a letter reaffirming her request for a 
^^11 written statement setting out the Indian allegations of 
ortcomings in the Westland design; and the Indians had been promised a 
^ operational demonstration of the Westland W-30 helicopter on the 
for which it had been designed. The prospects for the successful 
sion of the contract nevertheless remained uncertain. 

'^HE^^'fkl^^ MINISTER said that, during her short visit to Saudi Arabia on 
her ^^ur^ journey to the United Kingdom, she had been received with 
^r^at <^£-^S)Llity and, despite the brevity of her stay, elaborate 
ceremonfi'fl^'^ing Fahd, in a lengthy exposition on the situation in the 
Middle Eayi^^ad shown that he appreciated the objectives of Ambassador 
Murphy's diplomatic activity and that he was also aware of the United 
kingdom's ability to exert a helpful influence on United States policy. 




The Cabinet 



•On 

lie 
On 



Took no 




2. 



THE CHIEF SECRETARY, TR 

the Organisation for E£^y^^<f^ 
^he United States had stres^^d/. 
and the importance of a ne 
General Agreement on Tariffs a 
Community's response had not 
^^shed. On mixed credits there 
^J^ansparency. In the general ec, 
strong emphasis on counter-in flat 
"markets 
on 



eported that at the Ministerial meeting 
Co-operation and Development in Paris 
ir anxiety on protectionist pressures 
d of trade negotiations under the 
On the trade round the European 
constructive as we might have 
some progress towards greater 
discussion there had been a 
_d on more efficient labour 



The United States had offe 




act as host for a conference 

monetary issues but it was not clea^^J^ther anything would come of 



The Cabinet - 
3« Took note. 



THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD ^ 
possible that a Presidency compromise on agricultural 
forward in the Council of Ministers (Agriculture) 
it was unlikely that decisions would be reached, 
position remained crucial, it could well be that no < 
aken until after the local election in North Rhine-We 
2 May, xhe recent replacement of Monsieur Rocard, who had 




that it was 
s would be 
3 April, 
e German 
uld be 
a on 
by 
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la 



The Cabinet - 

!• Invited the Secretary of State for Trade 
and Industry to investigate the industrial 
implications of the present state of the law 
concerning intellectual property. 



THE 

Lebanes 



AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the resignation of the 
me Minister, Mr Rashid Kararae, on 17 April had marked the 



^ollapsq;^^^ the Syrian-inspired Government of National Unity; but that 
f^^st ^^pp^s indicated that Mr Karame's resignation had been 
^ithdravm.^^here was now likely to be an attempt to put together a new 
government vn similar lines, and it seemed probable that Syria would 
to play a more active political role. The kidnapped British 
cuizen, Mr Alec 
Government was ' 
Liberation Qrga 
CoUett, but tff 
circumstances 
Remaining staff 
disagreeable 
efforts. 



llett, was still being held hostage. The British 
ntact with the Syrian Government, the Palestine 
and the United Nations Secretariat about 
d so far been no response to these approaches, 
h the British Ambassador in Beirut and his 
rwing to work continued to be extremely 
^^^Skpropr iate to record appreciation of their 




FOREIGN AND COMMONWEAL^. 

^j^changes concerning the Indian^ 

^ ^ Indian Prime Minister, Mr Raj^ 

^ informed the Cabinet on 18 
meet 



lETARY said that, following the 
ise of Westland helicopters with 
Jhi, of which the Prime Minister 
t^ri^ there had been two further 
■^^gs, on 18 and 22 April, be t<^»;^ndian technical experts and 
Presentat ives of Westland HelicopterV7v5vyTl>c Indians had not raised, at 



ei-ther 
Mini 



meeting, any of 



the technical (Ay^tats mentioned to the Prime 



wh ^^^^^ Mr Gandhi on 13 April; indeecNA they had claimed ignorance of 
^ had been said on that occasion. When the Minister for Overseas 



^^velopment, Mr Raison, had met Mr Gandhi on 24 April, Mr Raison had 
Ind ^^^^ntion to the apparent discrepancies an/i^taconsistencies in the 
^ position. He had also drawn Mr Ga\(^i{^ attention to the 

India of failure 
nd helicopters, 
tuation; but the 




^.^^ V".^^^i;Ons for the United Kingdom's aid progr 
Mr ^^^lise the contract for the purchase of they 
Posi^^^^^ had undertaken, once more, to look into t 
ion remained profoundly unsatisfactory. 

re ^ ^hort discussion, it was pointed out that al 

certification and performance evaluation of th 
^^^^^^P^^^ laid down by the Indian Government had been 
West! ^^^^^^^ ^he tight delivery schedules laid down in tiw 
pre ^^^^ had already embarked on manufacture. It was note" 
(-^^ ^ Indian position probably owed more to changes of per 
relevant part of the Indian bureaucracy than to any 
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technical difficulties; and that it seemed likely that recent 
j^^^^Sy^ontradic tory Indian statements concealed a decision to renege on the 
yj^^^ontrac t , It was recalled that the United Kingdom's aid budget for 
^'l^ia had been underspent in successive years and that this had played a 
in the decision to make aid funds available for the purchase of the 
iopters by the Indian Government. The currently unsatisfactory 
^ J.on would have to be brought to a head, while bearing in mind that 
t^^iiSje of United Kingdom exports to India amounted to £800 million 
^nniij^if^aand that the collapse of the helicopter contract would have 
S^ave o^Jfsequences for Westlands. 

^t was^^^^^oted that, although the Prime Minister's public statements 
concernin^^x^he activities of Sikh nationalists in the United Kingdom had 
helped to^^duce Indian hostility on this score, Indian opinion remained 
extremely sensitive on this issue. A close study of the statements made 
the Sikh leader. Dr Chauhan, prior to the assassination of the former 
^i^ime Minister, M^SNlndira Gandhi, tended to confirm that the strong and 
continuing ln((fan)j reaction to his activities was entirely 
understandable. 



difficulties; and that it seemed likely that 




"^HE FOREIGN AND COMMCSMWiJa^ SECRETARY said that the two British 
^niployees of Bristow Hel i^^^i^JJers Limited in Nigeria were still under 
detention: their trial h^t^^^oadn adjourned until 13 May as a result of 
^he plea of double jeopardy^23^^^!^^d on their behalf, on which the judge 
concerned had so far reserv^H^^Jl^ decision. The position regarding 
Consular access to the two o^^a^o^es remained most unsatisfactory and 
^he conditions of their de tent^^^^ifere appalling. The Nigerians had 
^^sponded to British representat i4><1s Vith counter-allegations concerning 
^he treatment in prison in the U^^^^e^Kingdom of Mr Mohammed Yusufu, 
^^ntenced for the kidnapping of the i^^Jled former Nigerian Minister for 
Transport, Mr Umaru Dikko; a firm reo^f^^ of these allegations would be 
"»ade in a message to the Nigerian^JjW^ign Minister, Dr Gambari, 
accompanied by further pressure for a^^^^s to the British detainees. 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary s^d that he continued to be in 
close touch with the Home Secretary on the question of the request by 
Dikko for asylum in the United Kingdom. In general, the state of 
^^lations between the United Kingdom Nigeria remained 

Unsatisfactory, but everything possible was bfe(ing<jdone to resolve the 
problem. 



"^HE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the 

the Brazilian President-elect, Senor Tancredo Neves, 
uncertain situation, although there was some evidence 
^ally round his less popular successor, the former Vice-Pr 
Sarnay. Pressure might, however, develop for new 
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THE MINISTER OF STATE, FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE said that that 

was the first anniversary of the entry of the Indian Army into the 
Sikh Golden Temple at Amritsar. 



COMMUNITY 



In a brief discussion, it was noted that a small demonstration was 
taking place outside the Indian High Commission in London. The police 
the situation in hand. The demonstrators were being kept behind 
riers on the far side of the street from the High Commission. Two 
^s had been arrested on 5 June for burning the Indian flag. The 

n Government could as necessary be told that everything possible 
y^^^ done to prevent violence by the Sikh community in the United 
^J^\n this 

T^^inet - 



anniversary. 




3- THE SECRETA. 
of Justice had d 
the Treaty in not 
the Community. The 
J:Onditions. This was 



STATE FOR TRANSPORT said that the European Court 
jd a judgment that the Council was in breach of 
measures to liberalise road transport within 
lan Court had not subordinated this to other 
)ortant step forward in line with United 



Kingdom objectives. lr(^^:^;^ssion with the French Minister of Transport 
e had also made clear Wa^^^^s part of any decision on a Channel fixed 
^"^j it would be necessarv^;;;;^^ the French to lift their restrictions on 
^oad transport. It would x^^k satisfactory for the large proportion 
^ United Kingdom exports wl^rl^^t^ht pass through a Channel fixed link 
to be subject to such restraif 



lOus 



1985 ^°^TS 



MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIS^^fiNFOOD said that the discussion 
/" cereals and rapeseed would be resui?ie^^'n^he Council of Ministers 

griculture) on 11 June. He cons idereA/*^^ an agreement at the 
Council was unlikely. ^ 



The Cabinet - 
Took note. 



4. 




binet 



(CfRc.T'^^ *^3binet considered a note by the Secretary ot^- 

^> 15) about the recommendations of the Pay Review ¥o^^^(PRBs ) . 

^^E PRIME MINISTER said that it was necessary to reach decl^ 
Ug^°"""^"^ations of the PRBs concerned with the Armed Forces, 
^sts, and Nurses, Midwives and Professions allied to Medi" 
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The Chairman of British Airways (BA), Lord King, had privately 
expressed concern that, if BA participated in a formal blockade of 
Beirut Airport, there could be retaliation against the airline by 
terrorists in some other country. It would be up to BA to take 
precautions against this risk. The more countries participating in 
he blockade, the less would be the risk of retaliation against any 
/^py\rt icular country's airlines. 

The Greek Government were taking seriously the recommendations 
International Air Transport Association for improving 
at Athens Airport. 




^HE FOREIGN AND 
American citize 
^hich had been 
J^itish Broadcast 

organisation 
Alabama, which tramg 
^earned that four SiL 
school were planning t^ 
^ Rajiv Gandhi. The SikK 
J^^t Irish terrorists had 
^^o^t the nature of the 



ONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the interview with an 
Ived in training terrorists in the United States, 
t on domestic but not external services by the 
rporation on 27 June, was substantially correct, 
d was a commercial enterprise at Birmingham, 
.cenaries. The United States authorities had 
had recently enrolled at this training 
sinate the Prime Minister of India, 

been arrested. There was no evidence 
:rained at the school. Further inquiries 
ire being made. 




sc 




FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECR^T^^^aid that, following the South 
So^ih^^ ^^id into Gabarone in Bots^^^k^ 14 June, there had been a 

h African military incursion intV^^j^la on 29-30 June, allegedly in 
The^^^*" "^embers of the South West Al^^fc^ People's Organisation, 
^^^^e had also been a bomb explosion orfc^^duly in the offices in Lusaka 
So African National Congress. The iJ^ted States was concerned that 
re Africa might be planning an attack on Lesotho and had made 
^^presentations about this to South Africa. The more South Africa 
Nat^^^^ ^^^^ ^^"^ raid, the more the pressM^^s in the United 
grow^^^ elsewhere for economic sanctions a^^^^n^i South Africa would 

int ' ^^ch sanctions would be particularly dan 
Unit^^^^^ of the United Kingdom. It was therefor^ 

^ Kingdom to do everything possible to dissuLs 
Afte^^^^^^? farther raids. Action to this end was 
to th ^^^^^^^^ events of this kind, firm representa t i(j 
^ . ^ South African Ambassador in London; in any futu 
^^lon might be needed. 




o the economic 
iLrable for the 
th Africa from 
ons iderat ion . 
been made 
s, stronger 
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jj^e Support 



The Cabinet - 

1. Invited the Secretary of State for Transport 
to proceed in accordance with the Prime Minister's 
summing up of the discussion. 



"^^E ^><^wrARY OF STATE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT said that he would be 
^^noui^e^^t^that afternoon the main decisions on the rate support grant 
sett lerae^^^for England for 1986-87, The decision to abolish targets and 
^^^i^ Q^^^^ed penalities responded to pressure over several years, 
especial lySfVg^ Government supporters in the shire counties and 
low-spendin(^^author ities , and should be widely welcomed. He would be 
emphasising^iowever , that it had only been possible to take this 
decision because rate limitation was available to restrain the 
^^penditure of the high-spending authorities and that the settlement was 
nonetheless a toug/Tj^^?^ using block grant pressures. 



THE PRIME MINISTER, 
iniportant to put oveI^v 
^^olition of targets w 
supporters, had been pre 
^^er-emphasised. The set 
^o^ld have a particularly se 
^ome under Conservative con' 

^en possible to bring the 
lender control. The precise eff 
however, depend on the details 

^cided until later that year. 



up a brief discussion, said that it was 
these points strongly. The fact that the 
many authorities, including Government 
for for some time should not be 

would not be universally popular; it 
effect on some councils which had only 
recent years and where it had not yet 
previous high-spending completely 
these and other cases would, 
St^W sett lement which would not be 




The Cabinet - 

2» Invited the Secretary of Stat 
Environment to be guided by the Pri 
summing up of the discussion 




2. 



THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said _ 
•reached on 24 July between the Indian Prime Ministe 
the President of the Sikh Akali Dal Party, Sant 
ongowal, to end the crisis in the Punjab was a very 
chievement. The major difficulty had been to overcome 
ader's unwillingness to engage in compromise and thus 
j-sagreement with the extremists in his party. There was 

the agreement would be effective, despite the risk of 
actions to sabotage it. 



agreement 
Rajiv Gandhi, 
nd Singh 
able 
kh 




chance 

St 
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The Cabinet - 
1. Took note. 



lEIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the Sikh Asian Games 
^^^7^>J^^to take place from 26 to 28 July at West Bromwich and other 
loca^^t^on^^ the Birminghain area. This year's games had been named in 
bonoui^;;^^^^^^ two alleged assassins of the former Prime Minister of 
^"^ia, ^^IJL^adira Gandhi. The Indian High Commission in London had 
3pproach€^^J4 Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the Home Office about 

^atter^y^i^ had said that the naming of the games in this way was a 
serious in^<^ to India. The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary 
P^^oposed thar approaches should urgently be made to the Members of 
Parliament for consti tutencies in the area where the games would take 
P^ace, to the local^^thor i ty there, and to the University of Aston in 
^rminghara, where /M^eyboc key tournament would take place. 





discussion, the ff^OoWing points were made: 



^» The Governme 
the games. This wa 
games for Mrs Gandhi 
of approval for murder 
Kingdom as well as in I 




no power under law to order cancellation of 
regrettable, since the naming of the 
ged assassins amounted to an expression 
.would cause deep offence in the United 



b« Given that the event 
would be to use every poss 
the naming of the games for 
leaders of the Sikh community 
that such naming of the games 
to British opinion. It was possi 
indirectly involved, such as the V 
of Aston and the Chairman of Sandwel^ 
aware that the persons for whom the g' 
fact the alleged assassins. 




ot be banned, the right approach 
ns to secure the withdrawal of 
^hi's alleged assassins. The 
be told in no uncertain terms 
gnant to the Government and 
t some of the people 

ncellor of the University 
strict Council, were not 
es had been named were in 



^* The games had not so far attracted publ 
Government to secure the withdrawal of the i^^mi 
the alleged assassins could stimulate public 
hand, it was in the Government's interest thatUt 
secure a change in the offensive naming of the g 
publicity. Such publicity should help in particu 
Indian Government that everything possible had beei 
a change. 



Efforts by the 
of the games for 
the other 
forts to 
sjiould receive 
show the 
to secure 



^- While the Indian Government understood the diffic 
arising from the British legal system with regard, for in^ 
deportation of Sikhs to India, it could not understand wh^ 
British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) sometimes paid favoui 
attention in its broadcasts to the activities of Sikh disside 
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the United Kingdom. The Government should therefore try to ensure 
that the BBC did not pay great attention to the Sikh Asian Games. 

PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that urgent 
^"oaches should be made to Sandwell District Council, the University 
ston, the leaders of the Sikh community and other individuals who 
have influence in the matter, in order to secure the withdrawal of 
ing of the games for Mrs Gandhi's alleged assassins. High level 
,es should also be made to the BBC and the other radio and 
^^^^^^"^0 news organisations in the United Kingdom about the 
^ndesi^^^ir^ity of major publicity for this matter. 

6:^^SiJhet - 




2. l^dvlted the Home Secretary and the Secretary of 
State Education and Science to arrange for 

action to be taken in accordance with the Prime 
Minister's summing up of the discussion. 



JHE FOREIGN AND COMMO 



Gove 



rnment of Sri Lanka 



community had moved forw 



Mini 



ister of India, Mr Rajiv 



niessage to the President of 
P^i^ticipation in the Samanala^ 
eemed to misinterpret Indian 
^amil parties as giving him a 

ould help to keep up the pressu 
^^^^Its from the talks. 




SECRETARY said that talks between the 
e political parties representing the Tamil 
sonably well, with the help of the Prime 
i. The Prime Minister had sent a 
nka, Mr Jayewardene, about British 
am project. President Jayewardene 
for the current talks with the 
g space. The United Kingdom 
he President to seek early 



JHE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY sa^^th 
South Africa. 



July^ 



Since 



that violence was continuing 
the declaration of rhe state of emergency on 20 



some 450 people had been detained. The South African Government 



no doubt keep control of the situation, but 
^^ogress regarding the problems of- the country u 
The^ ^^^^ measures to deal with the complaints o 
- ^ ^o^eign Ministers of the ten member 



had 
Afr 



issued 
ica. 



ire would be no 
the Government 
^ack majority, 
"opean Community 
^on in South 
^d economic 
useful 

sub^H^^^-^^^ change; the Code of Conduct for European f^fn!V|^th 
j^^g . ^^^les in South Africa was a good example of what cov^^^l^^^done . 
now^^^^ agreed statement by the ten European Government ^[^^JV^ had 

^. ^"^^^^^ced, without even informing the United Kingdom, tha^b-tJ^^^^ 
Pj.^^ ^ts Ambassador from South Africa and ban new investme^^ 

Nat'^^^ ^^^^ called for a meeting later that day of the Unite 

ions Security Council, and had put forward a draft resolution w/ 



states of t 
a strong statement oh 22 July about the 
^t had been implicit in the statement that c 

^^volvement 
infl 



in South Africa, rather than disengagement. 
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1. 



l^ji/y ' ^he Cabinet welcomed the Secretary of State for the Environment, 

the Paymaster General and the Chief Secretary, Treasury as new members, 



following the recent Ministerial changes. 




E FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the Prime Minister 
^, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, would be visiting the United Kingdom on 14 
^'^^''TS^^tober . The visit would be very important, both politically and 
comm<^i^^y^ lir Gandhi had been very attentively received in France 

^^^^^yyCij^d States, and the fullest and most effective programme 
Possibl^A^^^ t>eii^g arranged for his visit to the United Kingdom. The 

^aian Gd^j^rnment still harboured suspicions of the United Kingdom with 
^sgard to The activities of the Sikh community here. There were 
^Pportunit ies for major British contracts in India. It was highly 

esirable that ths-^isit should be a success. Great care would also be 
taken with the 4^^^lMity aspects of the visit. 



Xh 



A 

'^^^^ests 



THE FOREIGN AND COMMO 
^ etat by element 
tailed 



had 



SECRETARY said that an attempted coup 
ed forces in Thailand on 9 September had 
^d less than ten hours; the rebels had 
ive people, including two Western 
e reason for the attempted coup might 

»-«u4.cj.a^uion witif^ry^ economic policies of the Government 

^ by General Prem TinsulanoV^^/^he situation had now returned to 
formal. xt would be necessary <^/i^f^c\\ for any signs that another 
^ tempt might be made at a coup. 



:s of 
The incident 
apparently numbered some 
journalists, had been kill 
fiave been dissatisfact 





two 



FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY ^^J^t hat there had been ...^ 
c^nt bomb attacks on hotels at Glyfada^^ear Athens. In the second 
ident, 18 British tourists had been injured. The Revolutionary 
.•^^^^^^^^^O" of Socialist Muslims had claimed responsibility for both 



^ncidents. This was the Organisation that had 
the 1984 of the British Deputy High 

. ^ British Council representative in Atherf _ 

1^^^ . ^ British interests had been specifically t 
Ath- Glyfada, but this seemed- likely. The 

and^^^ raised the matter with the Greek authori^^ 

Commonwealth Secretary himself had discussed it w 
(.^^^^^^^inister on 9 September. The Greek Foreign Mi 
tour • ^^^^^^^^ precautions at hotels in Greece where there 
g^. 1"^^^ should be increased and that even closer liaison 
Min' Greek security authorities should take place, 

^ster of Public Order might visit London later in 1985. 



jfied res pons ibili ty 
ssioner in Bombay 
was not clear 
getpd in the latest 




Ambassador in 
nd the Foreign 
Greek 

had agreed 
British 
en the 
,eek 
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2* THE PRIME MINISTER said that the Prime Minister of India, Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi, was making an official visit to London. Indians were prone to 
Regard the British as still harbouring colonial attitudes and as being 
interested in India only as an export market. It was therefore 
important that Mr Gandhi should receive the best possible treatment 
ing his visit. The Prime Minister herself had welcomed him on the 
^ious day at London Airport, where some of the arrangements had been 
^than adequate. She hoped that members of the Cabinet would take 
r^^with him when he arrived at 10 Downing Street after the meeting 
'i^eVSabinet that morning. 

br^^J^rtdiscussion, it was noted that the arrival lounge for 
i'l^port^E^rsitors at London Airport South Side was inadequate and ought 

be rT§j^>^. When this had been considered in the past, it had not 
t^een f ound^^^s ible within the constraints upon public expenditure to 
"^eet the ve*y high cost of replacing the arrival lounge. 




In 



The Cabinet - 

1 . Invite 
Commonwealth 
Transport to c 
arrival lounge f 
South Side. 



icretary of State for Foreign and 
and the Secretary of State for 
the question of replacing the 
)rtant visitors at London Airport 




,RY said that, as announced by the 
iber, he had planned to meet a joint 
October. Tae delegation was to 
er and Foreign Minister of 
Ihem of the Palestinian 
Governaent had received 
vyj-t^and textual assurances 




rrom 
rhat 



THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH 
^^rime Minister in Jordan on 20 ^ 
Jordanian/Palestinian delegation^Q 
have consisted of the Deputy Prim 
Jordan and Bishop Khouri and Mr Moh 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). The 
^he Jordanian Prime Minister plain, ---r-v 

the delegation would publicly accept Uni^^^^a t ions Security Council 
Resolutions Numbers 242 and 338, renounc^wiolence and terrorism and 
^^cept Israel's right to exist. This had Deen a vital component in the 
arrangements for the visit. When the Palestinian members of the 
delegation had arrived in London, they had tried 
^ext to omit any explicit reference to Israel's 
^^itish side had replied that reference to the . 
self-determination must be balanced by reference c 
"^he Palestinian members of the delegation had been ^ 
level of the PLO, apparently including its leader, M 
himself. They had remained adamant in their refusal 
mentioning Israel 



s right to exist in the proposed text. Jl^^ 

»i-ae had taken the view that the basis for the meeting wiK^^ 

Jordanian/Palestinian delegation had ceased to exist and t 
mee^ • _ . , 

Sec 



^mend the proposed 
s to exist. Tne 
Palestinians to 
I's rights, 
ch with the top 
Arafat , 

tt>^4gf^ to 

British 




'^ieeting therefore could not take place. The Foreign and Co 
Secretary had issued a statement which made clear that the Pa*^ 
members of the delegation had after all been unwilling to assoc 
themselves with a statement, which had been agreed with the Jord 
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